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FIFTH CONGRESS OF THE RzZPUBLIC)
OF THE PHILIPPINES ) 8. No., 2C2
Third Session )

REPUBLIC ACT HOW l‘*109 :

AN ACT TC CONVERT THZ DIVISICH OF

UKDER THE BUREAU CF COMMERCE 1HV0 A BU

OF STANDARDS, TO PROVIDE FOR 1710 STANDARDIDA-

TICN AND/OR IN»DTC”*’\ OF PRODUCYE AlID Ihea

PORTS OF THE PHILIPPINES Al FOR OTHLR PUR-.

POSES

*
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Philippines in Congress assembled -

SECTIOK 1, The Division of Stanuulds under the Bureau of Commerce

is hereby converted into a Bureau of Standards under the Depar cment of
Comuerce and Induatry. 1 N

SECTION 2, The Bureau shall have as its head a Director of Stan-
dards and two Assistant Dircectors, one for technical matters and the
other for administrative matters, who shall be appointed by the Pre-
sident of the Philippines with thne consent of the Commission on Appoint-
nents. There shall be in the Bureavn svch officials ard enployees %o
be appointed by the Secretary of Commerce and Industry as may be neces-
sary to carry out the purnose of this Act:
the Bureau whose duties and functiocus are
exempted from the operatiorn of the
Office.

rrovided, That ‘personnel of
technical in nature shall be
Wooe ord Position Classification

SECTION 3.,  The Bureau shall have charge of the estdbllsnnent of
standards for, and inspection,of, all amrlcultural forest, mineral,
fish, industrial and all other “roqucts of the Phlllppln0u for which
ne standards have ag yet been fixed by law, executive ordsr, rules and
regulatinas; and the inspection and curtlflcatlon of the quklity of com-
modities imported into the Philippines, to deterniine the country of ori-
gin of the articles which arc the growth, raw materials, manufacture,
process, .or produce, and to determine if they satisfy the buyer's or
importer s requirements or specifications for domestic consumption; and

to prohibit the discharge and/or relcase of any article which arc the
growth; raw nmaterials, manufacture, precess, or produce of countries

without trade relations with the Philippine government. Physical, bio-
logical and/or chemical tests or analyses necessary for the examination
of products under the provisions of this Act may be undertaken in any

branch of the Government having fﬁC;lltlcS for the purpose until such
tines as the Burceau may have its own faciliities.
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SECTION 4. Subjcet to the genercl suwzervision and control of the
Secretary of Commerce and Industry, the Dircctor of the Standards shall
possess the general poyers conferred by liaw upon Bureau Chiefs, and the
followin, specific powe%s and duties which he may perform personally or
through his duly authorized representatives;

{a) Under such rules and regulaticns as the Director of Standards
may promulgate which the Secretary of Com:merce and Industry must approve
within one year, to establish standards for the products within the pur-
view of Section three of this Actj; to inspect in order to sample and
determine the standards of said products, and to certify the inspection
and standard thereof} :

{(b) Before thegovernment, including government owned ar control-
led corporation, make any purchase of any of the products within the

purview of Section three of this Act, and/or the producer, nanufacturems.. .

and/or dealer offers for sale any comnodity which affcets the life,
health and property of the people, to inspect ond sample in order to
determine if, and to certify that vroducis satisfy the requirenents as
to kind, class, grade, quality or standard in accordance with the pro-
visions of sub-section (a) zbove;

{¢c) Before the exportation or shipment abroad of any of the pro-
ducts within the purviesw of Section three of this Act, for which no
standard has or shall have, as yet, been established in accordance with
the provisions of sub-section (a2} above, to inspect and sample in order
to detcrmine if, and to certify that, the whole shipment satisfies the
buyer's or importer's requirements as to kind, class, grade, quality or
standard: Provided, however, That shipmcnts which are not standardized
but conforms tc buyer's or importer's requirenents, shall have thoir
corresponding customs or shipping pavers or documents stamped conspi-

cuously with the caption "not under government comzedity standardization"

and may be released by the Collector of Customs in accordance with the
existing Tariff and Customs Laws;

(d) Before ary comnodity imported into the Philippines is dis-
charged and/or released by the Bureau of Customs, to inspect such cou-
modity in order to sample and deternine the country of origin where the
articles are the growth, raw materinls, manufacturc, process or produce,
and to certify that, the whole shipment satisfies local buyer's or in-
porter's requirements as to kind, class, grade, quality or staondard
which may be indicated on the corresperding customs or shipping papers
or comnercial decuments: provided, hovever, That imports which are not
shown covered by, or do not conform to, buyer's or importer's reguire-
ments, shall be labelled or stauped conspicuously with the captic.s "do
not conform to buyer's or inporter's specifications': Provided, furthsr,
That imports of any article which zre the srowth, raw naterials, monu-
facture, process or produce of counirics wherein the Fhilippires has no
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trade agreenment shall bz CoﬂflLC&I%ﬂ ana/or seiged at the 'disposal of
the government; &

(e) To fix and collect fees for the services of inspection and
certification of imspectior and standard, and/or testing or analyzing
sanples and certification of tesis or hna1~51s, and other services, the
nature of which require scientific and/or technological knowledge and
skill;

{ . .

() To take testimony or evidence on mnatters of official business X
relating to theexercise of his powers, the performahce of his dutices, 1
and the acconplishment of the purpose of this Act or afy of the rules
and regulations promulgated in accordance therewithj

(g} To initiate and undertake officic) investigation to determine
the nature of organization =nd business methods of any entrepreneur,
person, . corperation, association, partnership or firm engaged in the
manufacture, marketing and distributicn of the products within the pur—
view of Section three of this Act: Provided, however, That thi. powe
shall be exercised only in cornection with any known or reperted v1ola-
tion of any prcrision of this Act, or nor-compliance with any rule or
regulation pronulgated in accordance thercwith.

SECTICN 5. Any person who fails or refuses to conply with a legal
summon, or subpoena,- or subpoena duces tecum, of the Dire¢tor of Stan~
dards or his duly authorized agent or renresentative, or refuses to be
sworn to, prior to giving testinmony or rcfuses te answer pertiment ques-
tions, or gives false or nIgleading data cr information or willful con-
cealment of a material fuct, in any iuvestigotion made pursuant to sub-
section (e), (d), (e), (£f), ana (g} of Soction four of this Act, shall
be punished by imprisonment of not less than twoe nor more than six nonths
ard by a fine of not less than five hundred nor more than one tlicusand
pesos and depertatien if he is an alien, afier serving the entire reried
of bis luvriconmment: Provided, however, That, if the false or misleadinzg
datz or information shall have been given under oath, thHe maximum penalty
for giving false testinony shall be irnosed.

SECTICK 6. o custous export en 1try, impert entry, declaraticon,
release certificate, ranifest, c;ear““cy, import permit, or permit to
ship abroad and/or discharge shall be izsued for any of the products
within the purview of Section three of this Act and/or inmported comnmo-
dity, unless it is first inspected in dCCbrdinCG with the provisions of
sub-section (h), (¢}, (d}, anlfor (e) of Soction four of this Act
Provided, however, That no product of the Philippines for which a stan-
dard hos been estaBlished ana promulgpated by virtue of this Act shall
L The | t/d'IWf_dt gofor ckpartod inless and uw

1 1 ha 1 2Ticd by the Dlrector of Stanu rls
or his duly authorised i epresentatives os conforming te the standerd set
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for, either for local distributions -nd/or for export: Frovided, further,
That no such certification shall be recuired upon applieation under oath
by the manufacturer and/or exporter to the Director of Standards that the
shipment is in small quantity and the iroduct is nct for sale but for
private use or consumption only. £t shall be the duty and the responsi-
bility of all collectors of custons %6 euforce the prohibition on the
exportation and/or irportation of any produci herein above referrcd to.

SECTION 7. Any public official, employee, individuzl, corporation,
association, partnership, or firm effec+1 g or abetting the shipment
abroad and/or facilitate the dlschurge or dlstrluutlon and/or sale for
domestic consumption ¢f any product in violation of any of the prqv151cns
of Section six of this Act or any rules or regulations issued therewitl,
shall bLe punished by imprisonment of not less than six months nor more
than two years and by a fine of not lesc than one thousand nor nore thow
five thousand pesos, and deportation if he is an alien after scrving the
entire period of his imprisonment. '

Yhenever the violation is committed by a corporation, association,
partnership or firn.. the President aond cnch one of the directors or
nmanagers of said corporasiion, association, partnership or firm who shall
have knowingly pernmitted or failed to prevent the comnission of said vio-
lation shall be held liable as principals thercof.

In case the offender is a naturalize¢d citizen he shall, in addition
to the penalty prescribed herein, suffer the penclty of ‘cancellation of
his naturalization certificate and such repistration in the civil regis-
try and immediate deportation.

In case the violatiorn is committed Ly, or in the interest of a forpign
Juridical person duly licensad to engace in business in the Philippines
such license to engage in business in the Philinpines shell 1mmed1@thly
be revoked.

1f the offender is a public officer or employee, he shall, in addition
to the penalty of imprisomrient ond fine vrescribed herein, be dismissed fronm
office and perpetually disqualified fron holding public office.

SECTION 8. The Division of Siandurds under the Burceu of Commerce is
hereby converted and its personnel, aupropriatiocns, and share in tie ap-
propriations of the Bureau of Commerce, funds, furniture, equipnment, pro-
verties, supplies, records, assets, and liabilities are hereby constituted
to the Bureau: and zll powers conferred upon, nnd all duties, functions,
and activities acssigned to the said division and to the Director of Com-
merce by virtue of the Provisions of Sectiorns cne hundred fifty-five, one
hundred fifty-six and one hundred fifty-seven of Executive Order Number.d
nirety-four, series of niueteen hundred nnd fortv-seven, together with ti
exceutidn and enforcenent of Commerce Ldrin.stra tlve Orders on &Stondrrdi-
zation and inspection of Philipoine producie already nromu1W"‘ed i acour-~
dance with the rrovisions of the said 3&ct10“° oP the gxecutive ordsr, ars
heroly transferrea to the Director of Sinndards.,
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SECTICN 9., In addition to suech funds and aprrovriations as may be
transferred to the Bureau as nrovided in Section eight of this Act, there
is hereby appropriated, out of any fuunds in the National Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, the amount of one million pesos for the salaries,
wages, sundry and other expenses, furniture, and eduipment of such per-
sonnel of the Bureau as will be needed and required to carry out the pur-
pose of this Act. :

SECTION 10. Twenty-five per centum of all receipts and collcctions
accruing from ithe enforcement of this Act and the rules and regulations
on inspection and certificate of inspection znd standard shall be set
aside and be available for disbursenent for salaries, wages, sundry and
other expenses, furniture, and egquipment of such additional personnel as
nay be needed and required to intensify or extend the activitles snd sor-
vices of the Bureau. Any anmount thus set nside, or zo much thereof as
may be necded for the intensification or cxtension of activities and secr-
vices, shall be itemized in special budset to be apvroved by the Presi-
dent upon rccomnendation of the Scecretary of Connerce and Industry; and
amy such special budget thus approved shall be incorporated in the drzit
of the regular budget for the cnsuing fiscal year for the consideration
.of the Congress in its regulor or ospecicl session. Unitemized and un-
expended balances of amounts thus set aside shall be cuwnulative frow year
to year, and shall constitute, a gwecicl fund to be called "Philippince
Standardization and Inspection Fund” to be used for ihe purposes hore-
in stated, and for such other asims and projects as may render the ser-
vices of the Bureau efficient ond offcctive.

SECTION 11l. A1l Acts, executive orders, adninistrative orders and
proclanations or parts thereof inconsistent with any of the provisions
of this Act is hereby repealed or modificd zccordingly. If any part of
this Act shall, for any reason, be ajudged by any court of comyetent
jurisdiction te be invzlid, such judgrent shall not affect the remaindsr
thercof, but shall be confined in its oneration to the wmart dircctly
involved in the controversy in whiech such judgmont shall have been ren-
dered. '

SECTION l2, Effectivity. This Act shall take effect upon 1ts
apnproval. '

Aprroved, June 20, 196k,
Coasurmer Relcoted Laws of the Philipupines
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