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FIFTH CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC)

OF T}~ PHILIPPINES )
Third Session )

•
s. No. 202

c

l~EPUBLIC ACT ND.' 4109

AN ACT TC COI-nr.8HT ~HE DIV~5IOJ .:r CF S-rANDAR:JS
UNDER 'l;HZ BUREAU OF C01·IKE::1CE I:'F~Q A ',BUR1:AU
OF STANDA~'{DS, 'rO PRO\'IJE FOH T _2'~ SIJ:l AHDA?cDIZA
TI0N AND/on INSPEC~I01~ OF PRODT;C~CS ...UID IE-...
PORTS OF Tl1.8 PHILIPPINES MiD FOB OTH!;;R PUR
POSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress asseMbled:

SECTION 1. The Division of Stand~rds under the Bureau of COwmerce
is hereby converted into a Bureau of Standards under the Depar-cman t of
Comuer-co and Industry. 1

SECTION 2. 'The Bureau Shall have r.s its head a Director of Sta~l

dards and two Assist3.nt Directors, one for technical ma.tters and the
other for adI>linistrative matters, who shall be appointed by the Pre
sident of the PhdL'ippi.nes ,lith the c onae rrt of the Commission on Appoint
nen t s , There aha L'L be in tho Bureau. s'.·.ch c f'f i.c i e.Ls arid er.pLoye e s to
be appointed by the Secretccry of Coamerce ,,"d Industry as may be neces
sary to carry out the purpose of this Act: i-'rovided, That 'personnel of
the Bureau whoae duties and f'unct i.oua are technical in nature shall be
exempted f'r om the operation of t he \-J:~;;a :J.r.d Posi t i on Cla.ss1fication
Office'.

SECTION 3. The Bureau shall hnve char-go of the es t ab Li ahmon t of
standards for, and inspection,of, all a::iricultural, forest ,', minerai,
fish, industrial and all other products of the Philippines for which
no standards have as yet been fixed by 1a'.!, executive order', "rules and
regulati~DS; and the inspection and certification of the qU~lity of com
modities imported into the Philippines, to de t er-u Lne the country of ori
gin of the articles which arc the growth, raw materials, manufacture,
process, .or- produce, and to determine if they satisfy the buyer's or
importer "s r-equ Lr-emant s or s pec Lf i.ca t Lone for domestic conaumpt Lon ; and
to prohibit the discharge and/or release of ,CJ.ny article wh.ich ar-o the
growtb; raw materials, manufacture, process, or produce of countries
without trade relations with the Philippine governl'lent. Physical, bio
logical and/or chel'lical tests or analyses necessary for the exal'lination
of products under the provisions of this Act may be undertaken in any
branch of the Govern~ent having !ncilities for the purpose until such
tir.:es as the Bureau [lay have its own fac:'.lities.
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SECTION 4. Subject ta the gener~l 2u~ervision and control of the
Secretar~ of Connerce and Industry, t~e Director of the Standards shall
possess the general po~ers conferred by lau upon Bureau Chiefs, and the
followinb specific powif.cs and duties \,hj ch he may perform personally or
through his duly authorized representatives;

(a) Under such rules and resulations ·as the Director of St~ndards

may promulgate which the Secretary of Com,·erce and Industry must approve
wi thin one year, to os t.ab L'i.ah standards for t he products within the pur
view of Section three of this Act; to insjCect in order to sample and
determine the standards of said products, and to certify the inspection
and standard thereof;

(b) Before the government , including government owned or control
led corporation, make any purchase of any of the products within the
pur-vi.ew of Section three of this Act, and/or the producer,. manufacture._··
and/or dealer offers for sale any commodity which affects the life,
health and property of the people, to inspect and sample in order to
determinp if, and to certify th&t nroducts satisfy the requirements as
to kind, class, grade, quality or ct ...mdard in accor-dance with the pro
visions of sub-section (a) above;

(c) Before the exportation or shipment abroad of any of the pro
ducts within the purview of Section thre",; of this Act, for \ihich no
standard has or shall have, as yet, been established in accordanc-2 with
the provisions of sub-section (a) abcvo , to inspect and aarnp'Le in order
to determine if, and to certify that, the ;;)'01" shipment satisfies the
buyer I s or importer's requirements as to ki.nd , class, grade, quality or
standard: Provided, however, That shipments uhich are not standardized
but conforms to buyer I s or importer I s r oqu i.r-enont e , shall have t"c:ir
corresponding customs o~ shipping papers or documents stamped conspi
cuously v i t h the caption "not under gcve r-nmerrc c onmo dd t y et andar-dd aa t Lon"
and nay be released by the Collector of Customs in acco~danee with the
existing Tariff and Customs La~s;

~~.

(d) Before any comnodity imported into the Philippines is dis
charged and/or released by the Bureau of Cus t oms, to inspect such CO!:l

modity in order to aampLe arid deterr:ine the country of origin wl,ere the
articles are the growth, "raw r.1aterinls, r.1al1uf3.ctur~, process or produce,
nnd to certify that, th~ whole shipnent satisfies local buyer's or irJ
porter's requirements as to kind, class, gradc~ quality or stQndnrd
which may be indicated on the correspcr~d.lng.customs or shipping papers
or comnercial documents: provided, hovrever , Thnt Lnpor-t s which ar-c not
ahown covered by, or do not conf'or-m to, buyer I s or importer' 5 r-equ i.r-o-,
ments, shall be labelled or stauped co nap.i cuoun l y with the C£:..I;-tic;;. 11,~o

not conform to buyer 1 G or irlporter f s s pe c Lf a cc tiona": Provided, further,
'I'hc t ir:.ports of any article which are ·;;~:'0 ::ro\:lth, ruw nat er-LaLs , ::l~nu

facture, process or ~"")rodu'ce of coun t r Lcs '.'1h(.·reia tho Ph i Lipp i.ne s ~1<?.S no
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trade agr-e enent sh3.11 to, c""fiGcat,d [mcl/or s e i.gc d at the 'disposc,l o'f
the gove rnme rrt t

(e) To fix and collect fees for t~e services of inspection and
cert'ification of Lnapcc t i on and s t and.rr d , ,md/or t e s t i.ng or analyzing
saQples and certification of testG or &nnlysis, and other sQrvices, the
nature of which require scientific and/ol' t8chnological knowledge and
skiP; ,

(fl To take testir'Dny Dr evidence on matters of official bue i no us
relating to theexercise, of his p-ol<ers, the per-f'orrrance of his duties,
and the accbnp'lLshmen t Q..f the purpose of this Act or aU:>' of the rules
and regulations promulgated in accordance there\lith;

(gl To initiate and undertake offici~l investigation tD deter~ine

the natur-e of organization and uus Lne as, met node of any entrepreneur,
person," corporation, association, par t noz-sh i p or firm e ngo.ge d in the
manufacture, marketing and distribution of the products "Iithin the pur
view of Section ,three of this Act: ?rovidcd, however, ~hct thi~ po~er

shall be exercised only in conne c t Lcn -"ith any known Dr reported viola
tion Df any proyisiDn of this Act, or no~-co~plinnce with'any rule or
regulation pr-onuLgat.e d in aco or danco ther();iith.

SECTION 5. Any person whD fails or refuses to conply with a legal
eunnon , or sUbpoena,' or subpoena duces t e cum , of the Director of Stan
dards or his duly author~zed agent or representative, or refuses to be
SWOl"'n to, prior to giving tes:tinony or rci'uses to answer pertinent ques
tions, or givGS false or Ll'iSiiStCuing data er Lnfor-mat Lon or w5,llful con
cC2.1~ent of a ,material fact/in 8:ny LlvcctigD.tion na de pursuant t:) sub
sect10n (c), (dl. (e), (f); and (g) of SectiDn fJur of this Act, shall
be punished bJ-~ imprisonr:leI!t of no t :C.35 -::"-1nIJ. two nor ner-o than six non t hr ,

"~, a vd by a fine of not Le s s t hc,n five h'1.udrcd nor ner-o t nan onc t hou e and
pesos and do por-ta t Len if he is an £\lien, after serving the entire period
of his l::!:uric('\nrn~:lt: ProvLdo d , however, That, if the- false or mislc:ldiY'~3

data or 1nforr.J"t10n sha'll 'have boen given under oath, tllc max irnum p",nalt:>'
for' giving f'o Lao testiDony shall be: h'I'0sed.

,......,,..,I7lIO...• r II
.0l.:.tI.Jl "1'1 D. no cus t oria export en t r-y , import entry, declaration,

re~case cortificete, cianifGst 1 clear~nce, inport permit, or pcroit to
sh1jl abr-oad and/or discharge s,""ll bo issue') for any of the prodncts
within the pur-v i o ,.. of Section t hre o of this Act nnd/or Lnpor-t o d co"",]O
d i.ty , unless it is f:i_r:--=:t inspected in ac ccr-danc o lv-it}: th-e urovisions of
sUb-sectiDn (h), (c), (d), onJ/or (e) of So.ction fc"r of thi" Act:
Prov i de c , however, That no product of t hc Philiprinos for which a r;t .....i.l1

~ard has been est:l!51ished and prof'!ul[o.t8c. b:; v i r t.us of this Act shol L

\\

oe sold ,mel/or disloose;] of i" ",;cy !.',nlEGr "''''/or «xpcr-t o d u.nles~.; :-~rtci uu
til ~ts st~nd'~rd shall have been certified 'oJ' t~o ~ircctor of Sto.ndn;ds
or h i s duLy authorized ~"cpr8scnt~1tivG,s c:.~G corifor-u i ng t o t~~c stnndc.rc'. Bet
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,- for. either for local distributions c.nd/or for export: Provided, f'ur-t her ,

That no such cer-t ifLca t Lon chaLl, be rQ~.uir(;d upon aprlico.tion under oa t h
by the ~anufacturer and/or exporter to t;,e Director of Standards that the
shipment is in small quantity and tho ,~roduct is not for sale but for
private use or consunpt i on on Ly , It 13~1D.ll be the di.tty arid the r oapcr.s a 
bility of all collectors of custo~s to e"forc0 the prohibition on the
exportation and/or Lnpor-tat i.on of QU:' produ;ct horein above referrad to.

SECTION 7. Any public official, emp'Loyo e , LHliv i duo.L, corpor-at Lon ,
association, partnership, or firQ effecting or abetting 'the shipment
abroad and/or facilitate the discharge or distribution and/or sale for
d08cstic consumption 0f any prodnct in violation of any of the provisions
of Section six of this Act or any rules or regulations issued therewit:l,
shall be punished by Impr-i sonment, of not less than six ncntbs nor more
than two years and by a fine of not less than one thousand nor [101'0 th:c n
five thousand pesos, and deportlltion if he is an alien after servinE; tho
entire period of his imprisonment.

Hhenever the violation is comnitted by n corporation, associ~tion,

partnership or firn., the President and eGch one of the directors 0,
managers of said corporation, association, partnership or firn who shall
have knowingly pe r-ni tted or failed to pr-cvent the conruss Lon of said vio
lation shall be held liable as principals t ncrcc r ,

In case the offender is a nAturalized citizen he shall, in addition
to the penalty prescribed herein, suffer the ponc.Lt y of 'cancellab on of
his n~turalization certific~te and such reGistration in the civil regis
try and inmediate de~ortation.

In caSe the violation is comnitted bi, or in the interost of a foreign
juridical "person duly licens~d to cngns~ in busil:CSS in tho Philippirlcs,
such license to engage in buoiness in th~ Phili'1Jincs sl:~ll inmedi~tely

be revoked. .

If the offender is a public officer or ooployee, he shall, in addition
to the penaLt y of Lmpr i aonne nt c.nd fi'l>3 :..~r<.;scribed herein, be d i eniaao d from
office and perpetually disqualified f r on holding pubLic office.

SECTION 8. The Division of Sie.nd..~r,:ls under the Bureau of COfi!::1ercc is
hereby converted and its personnel, a~;~ropriatioLs, n~d share in t~e ap
propriations of the Bureau of COEl:'118rC0, f'un dc t furniture, equipment, pro
perties, suP?lies, records, aS92ts, ~nd liGbilitie~ are heraby constituted
to the Bu~eau: and all powers conferred upon, ~n~ all duties, functions,
and activ1tie3 assigned to the said division iln~ to tlle Director of Corn ..
merce by virtue of t:1e -pl'ovisions of .s0ctiu~-:~~ one hundred fifty-five, OHe
hundred fifty-s~x and OEG l.undr-e d fift Jr - S 2 v c n of Executive Order NU[Jbercr).
ninety-four. ,c;erieG (If n i ne t.e e n hundr-c d ~~~~d forty-seven, together ·.-;i tl-: t ho
oxocutiihn and enf'or-cor.e nt of Cm-:il::0rCO i\dLi~:'.Jstrc.tive· Orders on St.:',~"1d:",rdi·

Zlltion and Lriape c t i on of, Philippir..e pr-o d:..H~~'::: 21r(:[tdy prof:lul!jr.ted i~, e'.c,::::.,r
dQnce with tllC r~0visians of the said BGctic)!]s of the exocutive ord2r, ars
llvr',~~y trnnsi'crrecl to tho l'irector (j! i'>t.:'.n(~o..rds"

•
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SECTION 9. In addition to such f'un dc and a1?~jro?riatiol1s as may be
transferred to the Bur-eau as T'rovidcd il: Section eight of this Act,. there
is hereby appropriated, out of any fu~~s in the National TreaJury not
otherwise appropriated, the amount of one oillion pesos for the salaries,
wages, sundry and other expenses, furniture, and equipment of such per
sonnel of the Bureau as will be needei ~nd required to carry out the pur
pose of this Act.

SECTION 10. Twenty-five per ceritutl of all receipts and collections
accruing from the enforcerrent of this Act and the rules and regulations
on inspec\ion and certificate of inspcctio~ End standard shall be G~t

aside and be available for disburse~ent for salaries, wages, sundry Gnd
other expenses, furniture, arid equiprel,t o f such additional personnel LW

may be needed and rcquirGd to intensify or extend the activities ~~d G~r

vices of the Bureau. Any anount thus S0t ~side, or GO ouch thereof as
may be needed for the intensificatio~ or extension of activities and ser,·
vices, shall be itemized in srccin1 bud~et to bB ap~rovcd by the Presi
dent upon r-occnnondat Lon of the Sc cr-e t ar-y of COrJr~erce nnd Indl.1str;:,r; and
any such special budget "thus ac'proved s':a11 be Lnc orpor-at ed "ill the dn"It
of the regular budget for tho ensuinG fiscCl1 year for tho consideration

. of the Congress in its r eguLar or, cl:Dcio.l· session. Unit<;~r:lized and un
expended ba1anceQ of a~ounts thus set aside shall be cu~ulative froG your
to year, and shall constitute, a s~ecin1 fund to be called ttphi1ippino
Standardization and Inspection Fund" to be used for the purposes 1!""re-
in stated, and for such other a i.ria 8.:·i(~ pr-o joct a as r:u:r render the ser
vices of the Bureau efficient ~nd, offoctivc.

SECTION 11. All Act~s, eX8CUtiVB orr.20rs, nc!r.~inistrt~ti ve orders and
procLeraat.Lo ne or parts thereof Lnc oneiot errt \;i t h any of the prov i s i o ns
of this Act is hereby repealed or ~odific~ 2ccordingly. If any part of
this Act shall, for any r e ason , be u.jlldgecl 'uy nr'..y court of coru-e t e n t
jurisdictioE to be invc.lid, such j't~d.gi::'er:.t E".hnll n ot affect thl: rCE1o.ind·:-;r
thereof, but shall be confined in its o;'!0rcttiol1 to the lKtrt directly
involved in the corrt r-ov e r-ay in \!hich such jt~dgr~0nt shall have been rf:n
do r-e d ,

SECTION 12, Effectivity. :C'llis Act ahnl.L t ako of"f"ct upon its
approval.

Aprroved, June 20, 1964.
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